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Nouns 

Pronouns 

To classify a word as a part of speech, we observe two simple principles: 

.. The word must be in the context of communication, usually in a sentence. 
~ We must be able to identify the word with others that have similar characteris

tics-the eight parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepo
sitions, conjunctions, or interjections. 

The first principle is important because some words cap be any of several parts of 
speech. The word round, for example, can function as five: 

1. I watched the potter round the block of clay. [verb] 

2. I saw her go round the corner. [preposition] 

3. She has a round head. [adjective] 

4. The astronauts watched the world go round. [adverb] 

5. The champ knocked him out in one round. [noun] 

"' Nouns are naming words. Nouns may name persons, animals, plants, places, 
things, substances, qualities, or ideas-for example, Bart, armadillo, Mayberry, 
tree, rock, cloud, love, ghost, music, virtue. 

~ Nouns are often pointed out by noun indicators. These noun indicators-the, a, 
an-signal that a noun is ahead, although there may be words between the indi
cator and the noun itself. 

the slime a werewolf an aardvark 
the green slime a hungry werewolf an angry aardvark 

A pronoun is a word that is used in place of a noun. 

• Some pronouns may represent specific persons or things: 

I she they you 
me her them yourself 
myself herself themselves yourselves 
it he we who 
itself him us whom 
that himself ourselves 

~ Indefinite pronouns refer to nouns (persons, places, things) in a general way: 

each everyone nobody somebody 

• Other pronouns point out particular things: 



Verbs 

Adjectives 

Singular 
this, that 

Plural 
these, those 
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This is my treasure. 
That is your junk. 

These are my jewels. 
Those are your trinkets. 

~ Still other pronouns introduce questions. 

Which is the best CD player? 

What are the main ingredients of a Twinkie? 

Verbs show action or express being in relation to the subject of a sentence. They cus
tomarily occur in set positions in sentences. 

• Action verbs are usually easy to identify. 

The aardvark ate the crisp, tasty ants. [action verb] 

The aardvark washed them down with a snoutful of water. [action verb] 

" The being verbs are few in number and are also easy to identify. The most com
mon being verbs are is, was, were, are, and am. 

Gilligan is on an island in the South Pacific. [being verb] 

I am his enthusiastic fan. [being verb] 

.. The form of a verb expresses its tense, that is, the time of the action or being. The 
time may be in the present or past. 

Roseanne sings "The Star-Spangled Banner." [present] 

Roseanne sang "The Star-Spangled Banner." [past] 

" One or more helping verbs may be used with the main verb to form other tenses. 
The combination is called a verb phrase. 

She had sung the songs many times in the shower. [Helping verb and main 
verb indicate a time in the past.] 

She will be singing the song no more in San Diego. [Helping verbs and main 
verb indicate a time in the future.] 

" Some helping verbs can be used alone as main verbs: has, have, had, is, was, were, 
are, am. Certain other helping verbs function only as helpers: will, shall, should, 
could. 

The most common position for the verb is directly after the subject or after the 
subject and its modifiers. 

At high noon only two men [subject] were on Main Street. 

The man with a faster draw [subject and modifiers] walked away alone. 

Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns. Most adjectives answer the questions What 
kind? Which one? and How many? 
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Adverbs 

Adjectives answering the What kind? question are descriptive. They tell the qual
ity, kind, or condition of the nouns or pronouns they modify. 

red convertible 
noisy muffler 
The rain is gentle. 

dirty fork 
wild roses 
Bob was tired. 

" Adjectives answering the Which one? question narrow or restrict the meaning of 
a noun. Some of these are pronouns that become adjectives by function. 

my money 
this reason 

our ideas 
these apples 

the other house 

"' Adjectives answering the How many? question are, of course, numbering words. 

some people 
three dollars 

each pet 
one glove 

few goals 

• The words a, an, and the are adjectives called articles. As "noun indicators," they 
point out persons, places, and things. 

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. Adverbs answer the questions 
How? Where? When? and To what degree? 

Modifying Verbs: They did their work quickly. 
ad" 

He replied angrily. 

Modifying Adjectives: They were somewhat h.arJn:. 
J:iv aiij 

'" Adverbs that answer the How? question are concerned with manner or way. 

She ate the snails hungrily. 

He snored noisily. 

• Adverbs that answer the Where? question show location. 

They drove downtown. 

He stayed behind. 

She climbed upstairs. 

• Adverbs that answer the When? question indicate time. 

The ship sailed yesterday. 

I expect an answer soon. 

" Adverbs that answer the To what degree? question express extent. 

She is entirely correct. 

He was somewhat annoyed. 



I 
~ 

I 

-------- ~--------

Prepositions 

Conjunctions 
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Most words ending in -ly are adverbs. 

He completed the task skillfully. [adverb] 

She answered him courteously. [adverb] 

However, there are a few exceptions. 

The house provided a lovely view of the valley. [adjective] 

Your goblin mask is ugly. [adjective] 

A preposition is a word or group of words that function as a connective. The prep
osition connects its object(s) to some other word(s) in the sentence. A preposition 
and its object(s)-usually a noun or pr.onoun-with modifiers make up a preposi
tional phrase. 

Bart worked against great odds. 
prep object 

prepo3itiornl phrase 

Everyone in his household cheered his effort. 
,;, liP object 

Some of the most common prepositions are the following: 

about before but into past 
above behind by like to 
across below despite near toward 
after beneath down of under 
against beside for off until 
among between from on upon 
around beyond 10 over with 

Some prepositions are composed of more than one word and are made up from 
other parts of speech: 

according to 
ahead of 
along with 

as far as 
as well as 
aside from 

because of 
in back of 
in front of 

in spite of 
instead of 
together with 

Caution: Do not confuse adverbs with prepositions. 

I went across slowly. [without an object-adverb] 

I went across the field. [with an object-preposition] 

We walked behind silently. [without an object-adverb] 

We walked behind the mall. [with an object-preposition] 

A conjunction connects and shows a relationship between words, phrases, or clauses. 
A phrase is two or more words acting as a part of speech. A clause is a group of 
words with a subject and a verb. An independent clause can stand by itself: She plays 
bass guitar. A dependent clause cannot stand by itself: when she plays bass guitar. 
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There are two kinds of conjunctions: coordinating and subordinating. 
Coordinating conjunctions connect words, phrases, and clauses of equal rank: 

noun with noun, adjective with adjective, verb with verb, phrase with phrase, main 
clause with main clause, and subordinate clause with subordinate clause. The seven 
common coordinating conjunctions are for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so. (An easy 
way to remember them is to think of the acronym FANBOYS, which is made up of 
the first letter of each conjunction.) 

Two Nouns: Bring a pencil and some ~· 
n•1i.H: r:or: noun 

Two Phrases: Did she go to the store or to the game? 
:;'"P oh,ase conj prep ph.rase 

Paired conjunctions such as either/or, neither/nor, or both/and are usually classed as 
coordinating conjunctions. 

Neither the coach nor the manager was at fault. 
conj conj 

Subordinating conjunctions connect dependent clauses with main clauses. The 
most common subordinating conjunctions include the following: 

after because provided whenever 
although before smce where 
as but that so that whereas 
as if if till wherever 
as long as in order that until 
as soon as notwithstanding when 

Sometimes the dependent clause comes before the main clause, where it is set off 
by a comma. 

Although she was in pain, she stayed in the game. 

Sometimes the dependent clause comes after the main clause, where it usually is 
not set off by a comma. 

She stayed in the game because she was needed. 
cor.i sub 

de~endent ciaus6 

Caution: Certain words can function as either conjunctions or prepositions. It is 
necessary to look ahead to see if the word introduces a clause with a subject and 
verb-conjunction function-or takes an object-preposition function. Some of the 
words with two functions are these: after, for, since, until. 

After the concert was over, we went home. [clause follows--conjunction] 

After the concert, we went home. [object follows-preposition] 

An interjection conveys strong emotion or surprise. When an interjection appears 
alone, it is usually punctuated with an exclamation mark. 

Wow! Curses! Cowabunga! Yabba dabba doo! 
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When it appears as part of a sentence, an interjection is usually followed by a comma. 

Oh, I did not consider that problem. 

The interjection may sound exciting, but it is seldom appropriate for college writing. 

Identifying Parts of Speech 

Identify the part of speech of t>ach italicized word or group of words by n!acing the ap
propriate abbre 1/ations !n the blanks. 

n 
v 
adv 
prep 

noun 
verb 
adverb 
preposition 

pro 
adj 

pronoun 
adjective 

conj conjunction 

1. The turtle can be defined as a reptile with a shell. 

2. It is a toothless creature that can smell and see well. 

3. Some live mostly in the water, whereas others live mostly 
in places as dry as the desert. 

4. Both sea and land turtles will burrow and hibernate. 

5. Turtles are well known for their longevity. 

6. Some live to be more than a hundred years old. 

7. Many people purchase turtles for pets. 

8. Young turtles eat chopped raw meat, greens, fish, and 
worms. 

___ · 9. They need both sunlight and shade. 

___ 10. Some people paint their pet turtles, a practice that can 
damage the turtles' shells. 

___ 11. Most turtles are not suitable for pets. 

___ 12. The snapping turtle is one such species. 

___ 13. It can be vicious when cornered. 

___ 14. The common snapper weighs up to sixty pounds and can 
snap off a set of fingers with one bite. 

--~ 15. Folklore holds that when a snapping turtle bites someone, 
it will not let go until it hears thunder. 
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___ 16. Stories circulate about a farmer who cut off the head of a 
snapping turtle that was biting someone, yet even without 
its body, the snapper would not let go. 

___ 17. The box turtle is a gentle creature and makes a good pet. 

___ 18. It has a hooked beak, red eyes, and a splotchy yellow and 
brown shell. 

___ 19. It eats worms, snails, berries, and other fruit. 

___ 20. In the summer in the Midwest, one ·can find many box 
turtles crawling about, their solemn beaks red from a 
meal of blackberries. 

Identifying Parts of Speech 

Identify the part of speech of each italicized word or group of words by placing I heap
propriate abbreviations in the blanks. 

n 
v 
adv 
prep 

---

noun 
verb 
adverb 
preposition 

---

---

pro 
adj 
conj 

pronoun 
adjective 
conjunction 

1. Before gunpowder was invented, soldiers often wore armor. 

2. The armor protected the soldiers against sharp blows. 

3. Early armor was designed from layers of animal hide. 

4. The first designs were in the form of shields. 

5. Other designs covered the entire body. 

6. Whole battles were sometimes won or lost because 
of armor. 

7. Armor craftsmen had important positions in society. 

8. Chain mail armor was made of small connected rings. 

9. japanese armor of the 1500s was made of thousands of 
fishlike scales. 

10. Most European armor was made of large metal plates 
shaped to the body. 

11. Some of it was designed with precious metals and 
decorated with artistic patterns. 

12. The metal was heavy, and soldiers needed special 
assistance in mounting their horses. 

ti 
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___ 13. Because the metal was so strong, knights often tried to 
unseat their opponents instead of trying to pierce the 
armor. 

___ 14. One famous soldier fell off his horse and into a stream 
fifteen inches deep. 

___ 15. His armor filled with water and he drowned. 

___ 16. During the crusades, European soldiers wore their metal 
armor into the deserts. 

___ 17. The armor often became so hot the soldiers fell off their 
horses in exhaustion. 

___ 18. With the development of the longbow and gunpowder, 
traditional armor lost its popularity. 

___ 19. Lightweight armor has been used in modern warfare. 

___ 20. The helmet is one carryover from earlier designs. 

CK'A'PfE'R~~~,~\lJi,W~' IDENTIFYING PARTS OF SPEECH 
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To classify a word as a part of speech, we observe two simple principles: 

• The word must be in the context of communication, usually in a sentence . 
., We must be able to identify the word with others that have similar characteristics

the eight parts of speech: nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, 
conjunctions, or interjections. 

- CHAPTER REVIEW EXERCISES 

REVIEW 1 Identifying Parts of Speech 

Identify the part of speech of each italicized word or group of words by piacing the ap
propriate abbreviations in the blanks. 

n 
v 
adv 
prep 

noun 
verb 
adverb 
preposition 

pro pronoun 
adj adjective 
conj conjunction 

1. For about forty years, the Three Stooges were a popular 
comedy team. 

-·-- 2. They were often accused of making films in bad taste, but 
no one accused them of being good actors. 

3. For decades they made seven or more pictures a year. 
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4. Actually six different actors played the parts. 

5. The most famous threesome was Moe, Curley, and Larry. 

6. The Stooges specialized in physical comedy. 

7. They took special delight in hitting each other in the head 
and poking each other's eyes. 

8. Moe was the on-screen leader of this zany group. 

9. He assumed leadership in each film because he was more 
intelligent than the others, which isn;t saying much. 

___ 10. Curley was not bright, but he made up for his dumbness 
by having the hardest head in the world, at least in the 
world of Stooge movies. 

___ 11. Larry often got caught between the flailing arms and 
kicking feet of Moe and Curley. 

___ 12. The movies made by the Stooges usually came in two 
reels and were shown along with feature-length films. 

___ 13. The Stooge movies were given such titles as Half- Wits, 
Three Hams on Rye, Slap Happy Sleuths, and Matri Phony. 

____ 14. They made fun of dignity and physically abused each 
other with all kinds of lethal instruments, but they never 
got hurt. 

___ 15. They received little respect from the filmmaking 
community. 

___ 16. Only Moe saved his money and became wealthy. 

___ 17. Apparently Curley at times lived his movie role off stage. 

___ 18. After a brief marriage, Curley's wife left him, saying he 
punched, poked, pinched, and pushed her and left cigar 
butts in the sink. 

___ 19. Moe tried to gain respectability as a character actor, but 
the audiences could never accept him in serious roles. 

___ 20. A whole new television audience has made the Three 
Stooges the stars they never were in their lifetimes. 

MICROTHEME 
To pr~~ti*"your skill.s a~quirecl ill this chapter, rei1Jt~·to'th~ Microtlteme on page 31 
and complete Exer.cise B. ·· 
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